Metqrsport NASCAR: Racing at Watkins Glen

Drivers see changes at Watkins Glen

A year ago, Jeff Gordon left Watkins Glen International feeling a little sore after a frighten-
ing crash. He's smiling now. "I'm certainly happy to see the improvements that they've made,"
Gordon said Tuesday after completing approximately 50 laps on the first day of a two-day tire
test on the track for Goodyear. "There are a lot more runoft areas that I think are really good
improvements."

WGI is a road course equivalent of Talladega Superspeedway, always capable of causing
a big crash. Two bone-jarring pileups in Cup races the past two years helped precipitate the
largest improvement project at the storied track since 2005.

In the section known as the inner loop (Turns 5-8), the gravel trap was replaced with a
paved runoff area and a SAFER (Steel and Foam Energy Reduction) barrier was installed
along the interior concrete barrier wall.

The grass area in Turn 9, known as the carousel turn, also was removed and paved to form [&2
an extended runoff area, a rumble strip was added, the existing guard rail system was pushed
back' abou;1 2]? feet, and sand barrels have replaced the tire barriers that contributed to last To see action like this, get your tickets at www.theglen.com!
year's crash.

In Turn 10, a portion of the gravel trap was replaced with another paved runoff area and the rumble strip was extended, and a SAFER barrier was installed in
front of the exterior guide rail system in Turn 11. All grass areas between the new SAFER barrier and the track were paved to help provide better traction when a
driver is attempting to bring a car to a stop.

Last August, Kasey Kahne caused the big wreck when he dived inside Sam Hornish Jr. coming out of Turn 9 and sent Hornish off onto the grass on the left
side. Hornish's No. 77 Dodge then caromed off the tire barrier and came twirling like a helicopter blade back across the racing surface. Gordon tried to speed
through and slammed the left rear of Hornish's car, spinning violently around into the guard rail lining the track. (MSA archive photos)
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% Watkins Glen and the surrounding area tourism
info: Wine Tours and Tastings in the Finger Lakes.
In the heart of the Finger Lakes lies one of the largest
acreages of vineyards in the country with more than
100 wineries. Five wine trails plus one wine path have
been formed and named for the lakes they border —
Canandaigua, Cayuga, Keuka, Ontario, Seneca, Cone-
sus and Hemlock. Whatever tickles your taste buds
— a crisp white, the heartiness of a deep burgundy,
the bubbles of Champagne — you’ll find it here. The

Bl perfect and rare mix of climate, good geology along

% with experienced and gifted winemakers combine to

produce the superior award-winning vintages you’ll

e % tasting rooms and gifts shops with some offering a
.?;‘m unique look at the processes used in developing their
o | own vintages. Several have restaurants with lake view
dining. For more info visit www. www.fingerlakes.org f e, 4 , T R
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